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Letter to F State Legislators

Month, Day, 2010
[Title] [Legislator Name]

[Address]

[City], [State] [Zip]


Dear [Legislator Name Here],

Despite data that shows the colorectal cancer death rate dropped 3.9 percent in men and 3.4 percent  in women 2005-2006, state laws mandating insurance coverage for colon cancer screenings are still desperately needed. 


Consider the facts:

· Colorectal cancer remains the second-leading cause of cancer death in the United States.  
· The American Cancer Society has estimated that last year alone nearly 50,000 Americans died from the disease.  More than half who succumb to the disease are women.
· Colon cancer is 90 percent curable when detected early with appropriate screening. 
· When detected early, treatment cost for colorectal cancer is estimated at $30,000, compared to upwards of $120,000 to treat a patient in the late stages of the disease. 
· According to the Centers for Disease Control, if everyone aged 50 years or older were screened regularly, as many as 60 percent of deaths from colorectal cancer could be avoided.
The simple truth is that states with comprehensive colon cancer screening laws on the books have screening rates much higher than those without, as demonstrated by a 2006 analysis from the American Cancer Society.   Sadly, 21 states still fail to require sufficient insurance coverage of colorectal cancer screening.  Yours is one of them. 

In the enclosed 2010 Colorectal Cancer Legislation Report Card, endorsed by eleven leading authorities on colorectal cancer, INSERT STATE received an “INSERT GRADE” grade for failing to mandate that insurance providers offer full coverage for screening tests as recommended by the American Gastroenterological Association, American Cancer Society, American College of Gastroenterology, and others.  In 2009, Vermont was added to the “A-list” of states. We’d love to be able to add INSERT STATE to that list in 2010.
We encourage you to join those states that have already taken a proactive position on this lifesaving issue by introducing and/or supporting A-level legislation that requires insurance providers to cover the cost of all recommended screening tests, including colonoscopy. With your leadership and commitment, colorectal cancer can forever be removed from the list of our nation’s leading cancer killers. 

Sincerely,

The Colorectal Cancer Legislation Report Card Coalition
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